.-i 688	The Cleves Inheritance.        ' „        9
of Cleves, on whom her father had settled all his lands if
the male line of his house should fail.    In 1609 the male
line did fail, and the whole inheritance ought to have
gone to Maria Eleonora and her children. Maria Eleonora
herself was dead, but she had left daughters, of whom
one was married to the Elector of Brandenburg.    The
Hohenzollerns claimed the duchies, but their claim was
disputed by the Count Palatine of Neuburg, who had
married the second daughter of Duke William.    There
were other competitors, and the affair was not settled till
long afterwards, when a compromise was effected by
which the   inheritance was  divided between the two
principal claimants, the Duchy of Cleves with Treaty for
the counties of Mark and Ravensburg going partition of
to  Brandenburg, Juliers  and  Berg to Neu- tance drawn
burg, with a stipulation that if the male line carried4cmt
failed in either family the other should have *666.
the whole.    This intricate question is of more conse-
quence than perhaps it appears; it is bound up  with
much of the early history of the Prussian kingdom.
§ 3.  The Great Elector, 1640-88.
In the Thirty Years' War Brandenburg played a
thoroughly contemptible part. The shifty and vacillating
elector, George William, was unable to attach George Wii-
himself definitely to either side, and saw his ih^jjjjy
lands ravaged by both. Himself a Calvinist, Years' War
ruling over a Lutheran population, he was the tool of his
Catholic Prime Minister, Schwarzenberg. Even when
the King of Sweden, the noble Gustavus Adolphus,
landed in Germany, and made the cause of German
Protestantism his own, he hesitated long before he could,
make up his mind to a complete breach with Austria.
As soon as Gustavus was dead, he abandoned the Swedes,

